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Overview & Mission

RISHI stands for “Rural India Social & Health Improvement”

! The UC San Diego chapter of Project RISHI was founded in the Fall of 2009 as a way to 
provide financial and volunteer support to sites in rural Maharashtra, including remote villages 
and a leprosy colony called Anandwan. Project RISHI was initially started at UCLA in 2005 and 
has spread to several other schools including UC Berkeley, UC Davis, UC Irvine and 
Northwestern. The sites that we visit and the disadvantaged people that we support are 
overlooked and in need of assistance when it comes to providing basic necessities such as 
education, health care, nutrition and clean water. 

!  During the academic school year, UCSD Project RISHI members strive to raise funds 
and social awareness in order to further our mission. The organization meets three times a week 
to plan out events and design projects to carry out in India. Project RISHI partners with other 
organizations both at UCSD and off-campus in order to accomplish our goals. Then, each 
summer,  a group of about 15 students from UC San Diego and UC Davis visit Anandwan and 
our other sites to volunteer and fund various sustainable projects. All of the funds raised during 
the school year are used to support our projects; Project RISHI members and trip attendees do 
not take any subsidies from the money that we raise.

Contact

! The purpose of this document is to give an overview of the organization to those who 
may wish to get involved in the future. If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to 
email our chapter President, Nikhil Nadkarni at njnadkarni@gmail.com or our Vice President, 
Harsha Viswanathan at harsha.viswanathan@gmail.com
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Work at UCSD
Events

! Several times a quarter, Project RISHI holds events 

designed to raise funds for our projects and raise awareness about 

the challenges that villagers face. Past events have included selling 

crafts from India, restaurant fundraisers, doing henna tattoos on 

library walk and participating in global health conferences at 

UCSD. We hope to expand the scope and impact of our events in 

the coming year.

Partnerships

! In order to maximize our success at UCSD, it is important for us to partner with other 

organizations with aligned missions so that all parties involved can mutually benefit. In the past, 

we have partnered with Sangam (the South Asian umbrella organization), The School Fund and 

CRY (Children’s Rights & You). We hope to form additional partnerships with groups similar to 

ours in the upcoming year.

Recognition at UCSD

! In just our second year of operations, Project RISHI was 

recognized as the “2011 Organization of the Year” by the 
UCSD Alumni Association & the UCSD Student Foundation.  
This award was given in recognition of our philanthropic 
work to help leprosy patients and villagers in rural India. 
Additionally, UCSD Project RISHI was invited to attend the 
Clinton Global Initiative Conference in 2011, which allowed 
us to showcase our Health Education project to students and 
world leaders from all over the world. 
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Current Projects

Students that would be targeted by our health camp project

Swaranandwan: Anandwan’s Orchestra

! Anandwan is home to people who have been ostracized from their homes and villages due 
to leprosy or disability. In addition to providing medical rehabilitation for these individuals, 
Anadwan provides emotional and social rehabilitation for them. Swaranandwan is the Orchestra 
of Anandwan and it is made up entirely of people with disabilities (such as blindness, deafness or 
genetic defect) and their music and dance performance is truly a sight to behold. Unfortunately, 
they are underfunded and have not been given the opportunity to travel outside of Maharashtra 
with their message of peace and acceptance. Our project aims to fund this orchestra so that they 
can purchase new instruments and travel to places outside of Maharashtra and even outside of 
India.

Children’s Health Camps

! While in Andandwan, we sat in on a health education seminar and noticed that the 

information provided, while useful, was difficult for students to implement because it was not 

age-targeted and it was lacking the tools necessary to use the information. We designed a health 

camp that provides tools (such as toothbrushes and hand sanitizer) and an age-specific 

curriculum. We received supplies from the surplus stocks of local physicians and dentists and 

plan to build “kits” and ship them over when we have our trip. This project was selected for and 

featured in the Clinton Global Initiative University Conference at UCSD in April 2011.
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Our Summer Trip

 A few of the summer trip attendees from the August 2010 trip

Logistics

! The summer trip occurs each summer for 2-3 weeks. We arrive in Mumbai International 
Airport, take a domestic flight to Nagpur and then take a special bus to Anandwan, which is about 
100km south of Nagpur. We spend most of the trip at Anandwan, but will occasionally do day-
trips to Anandwan’s satellite sites, which include Muglavan, Somnath and Hemalkasa. Housing 
and food is provided at each of the sites for about $5 per day. 

Costs & Risks

! Depending on airfare costs and personal expenses, the trip can range from $1300 to 
$1700 per attendee. As a part of our mission, 100% of our fundraising goes towards our 
projects, so no part of the trip is subsidized for attendees. Rural India can be a difficult place for 
people to adjust to with regard to living conditions, so this trip is not for the weak-hearted. 
Additionally, each person must sign a waiver that absolves Project RISHI and UCSD from any 
liability if something were to go wrong during the trip.

Activities

! In addition to our projects, we participate in many different activities while on the trip. 

These included: hiking, biking, planting trees in the jungle, stargazing, playing sports, yoga, 

swimming and many more. We do have a lot of personal time on this trip and we have a lot of fun.
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Ways to get Involved
Join the Leadership Team

! Every Fall quarter, a new leadership team is selected and there are 10 open positions. 
Candidates fill out an application, attend an interview and then are evaluated on the basis of their 
qualifications. Anyone can apply, regardless of class standing (freshman are regularly given a few 
positions on board each year). People accepted to the Project RISHI Leadership Team are 
responsible for completing the tasks designated for their position, attending at least one 
committee meeting during the week, providing support for all of our events and attending the 
weekly board meetings every Sunday evening. Being a Leadership Team member is a high level 
commitment and requires at least 5 hours per week devoted to Project RISHI.

Become a Committee Member

! For those who are unable to commit to the responsibilities of the Leadership Team, or 
those who are looking to gain basic experience in Project RISHI, being a committee member is a 
great option. Committee meetings occur twice a week (generally in the evenings on either Tues, 
Wed or Thurs) and consist of group discussions, project planning and event planning. 
Committee meetings are open to the public, so anyone can attend and join the planning process. 
Committee members are delegated tasks if they attend meetings regularly, but their level of 
responsibility is much less than that of the Leadership Team.

Attend the Trip

! Through the summer trip, Project RISHI provides an opportunity unlike any other at 
UCSD or the rest of the country. Student attendees are given the opportunity to explore a 
remote part of India and get hands-on volunteer experience in the areas of education, health care 
and social issues. Whether you are a pre-med looking for extremely unique clinical experience, 
an engineer looking for field work, or a socially-conscious student simply looking for a new 
perspective on life, this trip can help you achieve your goals. Space is limited because the trip is 
shared between UCSD and UC Davis and our site has limited capacity. Leadership Team 
members are given a spot on the trip if they want it, and the most active committee members are 
also offered spots.
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